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Abstract : The aim of communicative language teaching is to enable learners to communicate in the target language. Each
learner is required to perform the micro and macro components in each utterance produced. Utterances produced must be in
line with the understanding of competence and performance of each speaker. These are inter-depended. Competence and
performance are obliged to be appeared proportionally in creating the utterances. The representative of competence and
performance reflects the linguistics identity of a speaker in providing sentences in each certain language community. Each
lexicon  spoken  may  lead  that  interlocutor  in  comprehending  the  intentions  utterances  given.  However  proportional
performance  of  both  components  in  an  utterance  needed  to  be  further  elaborated.  Finding  appropriate  gap  between
competence and performance components in a communicative competence must be supported positive response given by the
learners.The learners’ inability to keep communicative competence proportionally is caused by inside and outside factors. The
inside factors are certain lacks such as lack of self-confidence and lack of motivation which could make students feel ashamed
to  produce  utterances,  scared  to  make  mistakes,  and  have  no  enough  confidence.  Knowing  learner’s  English  learning
motivation is an urgent variable to be considered in creating conducive atmosphere classroom which will raise the learners to
do more toward the achievement of communicative competence. Meanwhile, the outside factor is related with the teacher. The
teacher should be able to recognize the students’ problem in creating conducive atmosphere in the classroom that will raise
the students’ ability to be an English speaker qualified. Moreover, the aim of this research is to know and describe the English
learning motivation affecting students’ communicative competence of 48 students of XI grade of science program at catholic
senior of Saint Ignasius Loyola Labuan Bajo, West Flores, Indonesia. Correlation design with purposive procedure applied in
this research. Data were collected through questionnaire, interview, and students’ speaking achievement document. Result
shows the description of motivation significantly affecting students’ communicative competence.
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