
Language Maintenance and Literacy of Madurese in Probolinggo City
Authors : Maria Ulfa, Nur Awaliyah Putri
Abstract : Madurese is known as Malayo-Sumbawan Austronesian language which is used by Madurese people in Madura
Island, Indonesia. However, there was a massive migration of Madurese people due to Dutch colonization. The Madurese
people were brought by force for cultivation system to the eastern salient north coast or called as Tapal Kuda that spread in
region covers the regencies of Probolinggo, Lumajang, Jember, Situbondo, Bondowoso, and Banyuwangi, the eastern part of
the Pasuruan Regency, as well as the city of Probolinggo. The city of Probolinggo has unique characteristic regarding the
ethnic and language variation. Several ethnics can be found in this city,  such as Madurese, Javanese, Tengger,  Arabic,
Mandhalungan,  Osing,  and  Chinese.  Hence,  the  hybrid  culture  happens  in  Probolinggo,  they  called  the  culture  as
Pendhalungan which is the combination of culture among Madurese and Javanese. Among those ethnics, Madurese is the
strongest  ethnic  that  still  maintains  their  identity,  such as  their  ethnic  language.  The massive  growth of  Madurese in
Probolinggo city, East Java is interesting to be analyzed. The object of this study is to discover language ideology and literacy
of Madurese to maintain their ethnic language in Probolinggo city, East Java. The researchers used the theory of language
maintenance practice based on three types of practices social language, social literacy, and peripheral ritualized practices. The
approach of this study was qualitative research with ethnography method. In order to collect the data, researchers used
observation and interview techniques. The amount of informants were 20 families which consist of mother, father and children
in 5 sub-districts in Probolinggo city and they were interviewed regarding language ideology and literacy of Madurese. In
supporting the data, researchers employed the Madurese speakers outside family scope like in school, office, and market. The
result of the study revealed that Madurese has been preserved heritably to young generations by ethnics of Madura in
Probolinggo city. Primarily the language is being taught in the earlier age of their children as L1 and used as ethnic identity.
The parents teach them with simple sentences that grammatically correct. This language literacy is applied to maintain ethnic
language as their ethnicity marker since they inhabit in Javanese ethnic area. In fact, it is not the only ideology of Madurese
ethnic but also the influence of economic situation like in trading communication. The usage of Madurese in the trading scope
is very beneficial since people can bargain the goods cheaper and easier because most of the traders are from Madurese
ethnic. In this situation, linguistic phenomena such as code mixing and code switching between Madurese and Javanese are
emerged as the trading communication. From the result, it can be concluded that solidarity exists among Madurese people in
many scopes.
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