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Abstract : One of the greatest challenges of human right in the world, especially African states is the use of child soldiers in
armed conflict, constituting a major source of destruction of lives and properties. Mostly, they are in developing countries with
the situation in Sub-Saharan Africa, the abduction and employment of children as soldiers is a form of exploitative labour that
is tantamount to slavery. Since the end of cold war, Child soldier has increased in Africa countries like Angola, Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Uganda. This study examines the main cause of the recruitment and use of child soldiers and its challenges to
human right. It further assesses the role of international regional bodies and various governments in curbing child soldiers
with a view to proffer suggestions on how to address some of the resultant threat of human right. The study posits that the
control of small arms and light weapons is essential in curtailing the spread of child soldier and abuse of human right. This
hopefully should result in the sustainability of human/child right in African continent. It is a recommendation of this study that,
in order to sustain human right in the region, all Africa leaders, government and regional bodies; such as African Union,
Economic Community of West African States, South African Development Community among others, should cooperate and
work together to address the issue of illicit small arms, which could eventually lead to child soldier.
Keywords : arms control, child soldier, human right, small arms
Conference Title : ICISSS 2018 : International Conference on Intelligence, Security and Strategic Studies
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : September 17-18, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:12, No:09, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:1
2,

 N
o:

09
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/7
27

21
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(09) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/72721.pdf

