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Abstract : Residential area construction links many problems such as population resources, ecology, social values, public
services  and transportation in  the city.  After  Chinese housing reform,  a  large number of  residential  area development
accompanied by the loss of agricultural and ecological land. To explore the future of Chinese urban residential area, this article
concentrates on how the 'Compact Settlement' behaves in improving the living environment and saving the resources. Through
the research of residential area in Hangzhou, there are some determines that increasing the development intensity of the area
can indeed bring some improvement in the overall environment. In conclusion, possible design alternatives are discussed for
leading Chinese urban development towards a more sustainable path.
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