
Using a Hybrid Method to Eradicate Bamboo Growth along the Route of
Overhead Power Lines

Authors : Miriam Eduful
Abstract : The Electricity Company of Ghana (ECG) is under obligation, demanded by the Public Utility and Regulation
Commission to meet set performance indices. However, in certain parts of the country, bamboo related power interruptions
have become a challenge. Growth rate of the bamboo is such that the cost of regular vegetation maintenance along route of the
overhead power lines has become prohibitive. To address the problem, several methods and techniques of bamboo eradication
have being used.  Some of  these methods involved application of  chemical  compounds that  are considered inimical  and
dangerous to the environment. In this paper, three methods of bamboo eradication along the route of the ECG overhead power
lines have been investigated. A hybrid method has been found to be very effective and ecologically friendly. The method is
locally available and comparatively inexpensive to apply.
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