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Abstract : The paper aimed to critically analyse gaps pertaining to the cultural policy environments governing traditional male
circumcision in the Eastern Cape as exemplified by an empirical case study. The original study which this paper is derived from
utilized qualitative paradigm; and encompassed 28 participants. It used in-depth one-on-one interviews complemented by focus
group discussions and key informants as a method of data collection. It also adopted interview guide as a data collection
instrument. The original study was cross-sectional in nature, and the data was audio recorded and transcribed later during the
data analysis and coding process. The study data analysis was content thematic analysis and identified the following key major
findings on the culture of male circumcision policy: Lack of clarity on culture of male circumcision policy operations; Myths
surrounding procedures on culture of male circumcision; Divergent views on cultural policies between government and male
circumcision custodians; Unclear cultural policies on selection criteria of practitioners; and Lack of policy enforcement and
implementation on transgressors of culture of male circumcision. It recommended: a stringent selection criteria of
practitioners; a need to carry out death-free male circumcision; a need for male circumcision stakeholders to work with other
culture and tradition-friendly stakeholders.
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