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Abstract : Human’s continued sustenance on earth and the quality of living are heavily dependent on the environment. The
major components of the environment being air, water and land are the supporting pillars of the human existence, which they
depend on directly or indirectly for survival  and well-being.  Unfortunately,  due to some of the human activities on the
environment, there seems to be a war between humans and the environment, which is evident in his over-exploitation and
inadequate management of the basic components of the environment. Since the discovery of crude oil in the Niger Delta, the
region has experienced various forms of degradation caused by pollution from oil spillage, gas flaring and other forms of
environmental pollution, as a result of reckless way and manner with which oil is being exploited by the International Oil
Corporations (IOCs) operating within the region. The Nigerian government on the other, not having strong regulations guiding
the activities of the operations of these IOCs, has done almost nothing to curtail the activities of these IOCs because of the
revenue generated the IOCs, as such the region is deprived of the basic social amenities and infrastructures. The degree of
environmental pollution suffered within the region affects their major sources of livelihood – being fishing and farming, and has
also left the region in poverty, which has led to a large number of people migrating to the urban areas to escape poverty. This
paper investigates how environment degradation impact urbanization and security in the region.
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