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Abstract : The formulation of tourism policies requires objective academic research and evidence as support, especially
research from local academia. Taiwan is a small island, and its economic growth relies heavily on tourism revenue. Taiwanese
government has been devoting to the promotion of the tourism industry over the past few decades.  Scientific research
outcomes by Taiwanese scholars may and will help lay the foundations for drafting future tourism policy by the government. In
this study, a total of 120 full journal articles published between 2008 and 2016 from the Journal of Tourism and Leisure Studies
(JTSL) were examined to explore the scientific research trend of tourism study in Taiwan. JTSL is one of the most important
Taiwanese journals in the tourism discipline which focuses on tourism-related issues and uses traditional Chinese as the study
language. The method of co-word analysis from bibliometrics approaches was employed for semantic analysis in this study.
When analyzing Chinese words and phrases, word segmentation analysis is a crucial step. It must be carried out initially and
precisely in order to obtain meaningful word or word chunks for further frequency calculation. A word segmentation system
basing on N-gram algorithm was developed in this study to conduct semantic analysis, and 100 groups of meaningful phrases
with the highest recurrent rates were located. Subsequently, co-word analysis was employed for semantic classification. The
results  showed that  the  themes  of  tourism research  in  Taiwan in  recent  years  cover  the  scope  of  tourism education,
environmental protection, hotel management, information technology, and senior tourism. The results can give insight on the
related issues and serve as a reference for tourism-related policy making and follow-up research.
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