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Abstract : This paper aims to explore ways to help English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners notice and revise voice in
English and raise their awareness of when and how to use active and passive voice to convey meaning in their written and
spoken work. Because passive voice is commonly preferred in certain genres such as academic essays and news reports,
despite the current trends promoting active voice, it is essential for learners to be fully aware of the meaning, use and form of
passive voice to better communicate. The participants in the study are 22 EFL learners taking a one-year intensive English
course at a university,  who will  receive English medium education (EMI) in their departmental studies in the following
academic year. Data from students’ written and oral work was collected over a four-week period and the misuse or inaccurate
use of passive voice was identified. The analysis of the data proved that they failed to make sensible decisions about when and
how to use passive voice partly because the differences between their mother tongue and English and because they were not
aware of the fact that active and passive voice would not alternate all the time. To overcome this, a Test-Teach-Test shape
lesson, as opposed to a Present-Practice-Produce shape lesson, was designed and implemented to raise their awareness of the
decisions they needed to make in choosing the voice and help them notice the meaning and use of passive voice through
concept checking questions. The results first suggested that awareness raising activities on the meaning and use of voice in
English would be beneficial in having accurate and meaningful outcomes from students. Also, helping students notice and
renotice passive voice through carefully designed activities would help them internalize the use and form of it. As a result of
the study, a number of activities are suggested to revise and notice passive voice as well as a short questionnaire to help EFL
teachers to self-reflect on their teaching.
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