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Abstract : During the last couple of years, the Ministry of Health have been developing new health policies in order to regulate
and improve in benefit of the patient the pharmaceutical system in our country. However, there are still some deficiencies in
how medicines have been accessed, distributed, and sold. Therefore, it is necessary to empower the patient by offering new
instances to improve access to drug information. This work introduces ‘the bioequivalent’ a medical drug search tool created to
increase  both  diffusion  and  getting  information  about  the  therapeutic  equivalence  of  medicines  for  the  patient.  The
development of the search tool started with a study on the availability of sources of drug information accessible to the patient
where advantages and disadvantages were analyzed. The information obtained was used to feed the functional design of the
new tool. The design of the new tool shows an external interface that includes a header, body, sidebar and footer. The header
has a menu containing ‘Home,’ ‘Who we are,’ and ‘Mission and vision.’ The Body contains the medical drug search tool, and the
Sidebar is for the user logging in. It could be anonym, registered user, as well as, administrator. Anonym user could only use
the tool. Registered users could add some information on existing medicines in the database; however, adding information will
be restricted and limited to specific items and subject to administrator approval because the information added must be
endorsed by the Chilean Public Health Institute. On the other hand, the administrator will have all the privileges, including
creating or deleting drugs or information about them. The Bioequivalent was tested on different mobile devices, and no fails
have been found. Moreover, a small survey was answered by ten people who tested the tool, and all of them agree that the tool
was useful to get information about bioequivalent drugs, and they would recommend the tool to others. Nevertheless, an 80%
of people who tested the tool says it was easy to use, and a 70% indicates that additional help is not required. These results are
evidence that ‘the Bioequivalent’ may contribute to the knowledge about the therapeutic bioequivalence and bioequivalent
drugs existing in Chile. As future work, the tool will be developed to make it available to the public for a first testing stage in a
more massive scenario.
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