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Abstract : Besiktas, one of the historical coastal district of Istanbul, is on the very edge of the radical transformation because
of an approaching ‘Besiktas Public Square Project’. At this juncture, due its location, presence on the coast, population density
and distance to the other centers of the city, the decisions to be taken are critical to whole Istanbul that will be majorly
affected from this transformation. As the new project aims to pedestrianize the area by placing the vehicular traffic under the
ground, Besiktas and its square will change from top to bottom. Among those considerations, through the advantages and
disadvantages the perception of the existing conditions of the Besiktas play significant role. The motive of this paper is the lack
of determination and clarity on the cognition of the Square. After brief analysis on the historical transformation of the area,
prominent studies on the criteria of public square are revised. Through cognitive mapping methodology, characteristics of the
Square and the public space in general find a place to discuss from individual views. This study aims to discuss and review
Besiktas Public Square from perspective, mind and behavior of the users. Cognitive map study with thirty subjects (30) is
evaluated and categorized upon the five elements that Kevin Lynch defined as the images of the city. The results obtained
digitized and represented with tables and graphs. Findings of the research underline the crucial issues on the approaching
change in Besiktas. Thus, this study may help to develop comprehensive ideas and new suggestions on the Square.
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