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Abstract :  Background:  Dental  caries is  one of  the most  common diseases with high prevalence in children.  The first
permanent molar (FPM) has an essential role in establishing the occlusion. Nevertheless, FPM is very prone to caries because
of various factors, such as their anatomical structure and early emergence in oral cavity. It is due to the little knowledge from
parents and children regarding the timing of emergence of FPM in oral cavity which is still considered as primary teeth.
Furthermore, the lack of knowledge from parents and children may affect their oral hygiene practice resulting to carious
process. Objective: The aim of this study was to assess the status of FPM caries and its association with children’s oral hygiene
practice in 9-12-year-old school children in Lubuk Kilangan Community Health Centre, Padang City. Methods: A cross-sectional
study was performed in 50 school children (9-12 years old) using random sampling technique from two randomly selected
schools  in  Lubuk Kilangan Community  Health  Centre,  Padang City.  A  questionnaire  was  developed from other  studies
consisting of four closed ended questions regarding oral health practice. The data obtained were analyzed statistically using
Mann-Whitney Test to assess the status of FPM caries and its association with children’s oral hygiene practice. Results: The
results showed that 32% of children had FPMs sound and the remaining 68% had FPMs carious which were grouped into 1-2
FPMs carious (60%) and 3-4 FPMs carious (8%). The caries status of mandibular FPM (64%) was higher compared to maxillary
FPM (10%). Conclusion: There was significant association in subject who did not visit dentist in the last 6 months which had
more carious FPMs compared to subject who visited dentist (p < 0.05). There was no significant association between the status
of FPM caries and knowledge of the timing eruption of FPM, oral hygiene instruction from parents and tooth brushing (p >
0.05).
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