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Abstract : Economically fish provides an important source of food and income for both men and women especially many
households in the developing world and fishing has an important social  and cultural  position in river-rine communities.
However, fish is highly susceptible to deterioration. Consequently, this study was carried out to correlate income generation of
small-scale women fish processors in Abeokuta metropolis, Ogun State, Nigeria. Eighty small-scale women fish processors were
randomly selected from five communities as the sample size for this study. Collected data were analyzed using both descriptive
and inferential statistics. The results showed that the mean age of the respondents was 31.75 years with average household
size of 4 people while 47.5% of the respondents had primary education. Most (86.3%) of the respondents were married and had
spent more than 11 years in fish processing. The respondents were predominantly Yoruba tribe (91.2%). Majority (71.3%) of
the respondents used traditional kiln for processing their fish while 23.7% of the respondents used hot vegetable oil to fry their
fish. Also, the result revealed that respondents sourced capital from Personal Savings (48.8%), Cooperatives (27.5%), Friends
and Family (17.5%) and Microfinance Banks (6.2%) for fish processing activities. The respondents generated an average
income of ₦7,000.00 from roasted fish, ₦3,500.00 from dried fish, and ₦5,200.00 from fried fish daily. However, inadequate
processing equipment (95.0%), non-availability of credit facility from microfinance banks (85.0%), poor electricity supply
(77.5%), inadequate extension service support (70.0%), and fuel scarcity (68.7%) were major constraints to fish processing in
the study area. Results of chi-square analysis showed that there was a significant relationship between personal characteristics
(χ2 = 36.83, df = 9), processing methods (χ2 = 15.88, df = 3) and income generated at p < 0.05 level of significance. It can be
concluded that significant relationship existed between processing methods and income generated. The study, therefore,
recommends that modern processing equipment should be made available to the respondents at a subsidized price by the agro-
allied companies.
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