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Abstract : The growing presence and operational capacity of Islamic State aka Daesh, which emerged in Pak-Afghan region in
2015, poses a serious threat to the already fragile state of the security situation in the region. This paper will shed light on the
current state of IS-K network in the Pak-Afghan region and will explain how its presence and operational capacity in the
northern and central Afghanistan has increased despite intensive military operations against the group in Nangarhar province
– the stronghold of IS-K. It will also explore the role of Pakistani Taliban in the emergence and expansion of IS-K in the region
and will unveil the security implication of growing nexus of IS-K and transnational organized groups for the region in Post
NATO withdrawal scenario. The study will be qualitative and will rely on secondary and primary data to explore the topic. For
secondary data existing literature on the topic will be extensively reviewed while for primary data in-depth interviews will be
conducted with subject experts, Taliban commanders, and field researchers.
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