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Abstract : Recycling materials within the realms of theatrical costume design and production is important. When a Kuwaiti
play finishes its run, costumes are thrown away and new ones are designed when necessary. This practice indicates a lack of
awareness of recycling strategies. This is a serious matter; tons of textile materials are being wasted rather than recycled. The
current process of producing costumes for Kuwait theatre productions involves the conception and sketching of costumes, the
purchase of new fabrics, and the employment of tailors for production. Since tailoring is outsourced, there is a shortage of
designers  who can make costumes autonomously.  The current  process  does not  incorporate  any methods for  recycling
costumes. This combined with high levels of textile waste, results in significant ecological issues that demand immediate
attention. However, data collected for this research paper, from a series of semi-structured interviews, have indicated that a
lack of recycling facilities and increased textile waste do not present an area of concern within the Kuwaiti theatrical costume
industry. This paper will review the findings of this research project and investigate the production processes used by costume
designers in Kuwait. It will indicate how their behaviors, coupled with their lack of knowledge with using recycling strategies
to create costumes, had increased textile waste and negatively affected Kuwait theatre costume design industry.
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