Open Science Index, Economics and Management Engineering Vol:11, No:03, 2017 publications.waset.org/abstracts/70618.pdf

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering
Vol:11, No:03, 2017

Entrepreneurship Education as a Pre-Requisite for Graduate
Entrepreneurship: A Study of Graduate Entrepreneurs in Yenagoa City

Authors : Kurotimi M. Fems, Francis D. W. Poazi, Helen Opigo

Abstract : The concepts of entrepreneurship education together with graduate entrepreneurship have taken centre stage in
many countries as a 21<sup>st</sup> century strategy for economic growth and development. Entrepreneurship education
has been viewed as a pre-requisite tool for a more effective and successful business operation. This paper seeks to verify if
entrepreneurship education is pre-requisite to graduate entrepreneurship, and to ascertain if such other factors as the need for
achievement, competence and experience etc. also play a foundational role in the choice of a graduate becoming an
entrepreneur. The scope of the research study is entrepreneurs within Yenagoa metropolis in Bayelsa state, Nigeria. The
sample target is graduates engaged in entrepreneurship activities (graduates who own and run businesses). Stratified
sampling technique was used and 101 responses were obtained from a total of 300 questionnaires issued. Bar chart, tables and
percentages were used to analyze the collected data. The findings revealed that personality traits, situational circumstance,
need for achievement and experience/competence were the foundational factors stimulating graduate entrepreneurs to engage
in entrepreneurial pursuits. Of all, personality trait showed the highest score with 73 (73%) out of 101 entrepreneurs agreeing.
Experience/Competence and situational circumstances followed behind with 66 (65%) and 63 (62.4%), respectively.
Entrepreneurship education revealed the least score with 33 (32.3%) out of 101 participating entrepreneurs. All hope,
however, is not lost, as this shows that something can be done to increase the impact of entrepreneurship education on
graduate entrepreneurship.
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