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Abstract : The role of phonology on reading comprehension is long established in the literature. However, the vast majority of
studies on the relationship between phonology and reading or comprehension among adults involve investigating the role of
intonation, stress, and segmental knowledge on understanding texts. Not much attention is paid to junctural observation and
its effect on the interpretation of texts. This study, therefore, presents a preliminary case-study investigation of the effect of
juncture on comprehension of texts among adult Nigerian learners of English. Eighty adult learners of English in Nigeria were
presented with fifteen seemingly ambiguous sentences to interpret. The sentences were structured in a way that pausing at
different points would produce different interpretations. The results reveal that wrong application of pause is capable of
affecting comprehension even when other phonological factors such as stress and intonation are observed properly.
Keywords : comprehension, juncture, phonology, reading
Conference Title : ICELLL 2017 : International Conference on English Language, Literature and Linguistics
Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore
Conference Dates : September 11-12, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences

Vol:11, No:09, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
og

ni
tiv

e 
an

d 
La

ng
ua

ge
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

1,
 N

o:
09

, 2
01

7 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/7

05
51

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(09) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/70551.pdf

