
A Survey on How Faculty Perceive and Quest for Modes of
Internationalization in a Private Higher Education Institution

Authors : Hanife Akar, Basak Calik, Gulcin Gulmez-Dag, Elanur Yilmaz
Abstract : Internationalization in higher education (IHE) has been a longstanding issue in the Western World but its impact
has travelled beyond its borders. As a developing country, universities in Turkey also have put into their agendas strategic
plans for IHE to compete with global trends and benchmarked universities. The purpose of this study was to explore how
faculty in a private university in Mid Anatolia would like see modes of internationalization in their institution through a survey
design and understand their quest for internationalization. Findings indicate that participants (N=49) are internationalized in
different ways, from holding international Ph.D. degrees to postdoctoral degrees, or being international faculty themselves.
Participants’  visions seem to be affected by the type of  programs they are in,  and many consider  being a  part  of  an
international joint program or having international students and faculty are an essential component in IHE. In addition to
holding joints degrees, and exchange or international human sources, participants quest for more collaboration for R&D, more
comparative research opportunities, and examine or develop curricula from a global perspective.
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