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Abstract : In the context of postcolonial Algeria, language policy, language planning as well as language attitudes have
recently stirred up contested debates in higher education system. This linguistic and politically-oriented conflict have
constantly created a complex environment for learning. In the light of this observation, English language situates itself at the
core of this debate with respects to its international status and potential influences. This presentation is based on ongoing
research that aims to gain a better understanding of the introduction of English as a medium of instruction (EMI) in a
postcolonial context, marked by multilingualism and language conflict. This research offers interesting insights to critically
explore EMI from different perspectives: policy, practices, and attitudes. By means of methodological triangulation, this
research integrates a mixed approach, whereby the sources of data triangulation will be elicited from the following methods:
classroom observations, document analysis, focus groups, questionnaires and interviews. Preliminary findings suggest that
English language might not replace French status in Algerian universities because of the latter strong presence and diffusion
within Algerian linguistic landscape.
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