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Abstract : This paper assessed gender responsiveness of water and sanitation policies and legal frameworks at Makerere
University, Uganda. The objectives of the study were to i) examine the gender responsiveness of water and sanitation related
policies  and frameworks implemented at  Makerere University;  and ii)  assess  the challenges faced by the University  in
customizing national water and sanitation policies and legal frameworks into University policies. A cross-sectional gender-
focused study design was adopted. A checklist was developed to analyze national water and sanitation policies and legal
frameworks and University based policies. In addition, primary data was obtained from Key informants at the Ministry of Water
and Environment and Makerere University.  A gender responsive five-step analytical framework was used to analyze the
collected data. Key findings indicated that the policies did not adequately address issues of gender, water and sanitation and
the policies were gender neutral consistently. The national policy formulation process was found to be gender blind and not
backed by situation analysis of different stakeholders including higher education institutions like Universities. At Makerere
University, due to lack of customized and gender responsive water and sanitation policy and implementation framework, there
were gender differences and deficiencies in access to and utilization of water and sanitation facilities. The University should
take advantage of existing expertise within them to customize existing national water policies and gender, and water and
sanitation  sub-sector  strategy.  This  will  help  the  University  to  design  gender  responsive,  culturally  acceptable  and
environmental friendly water and sanitation systems that provide adequate water and sanitation facilities that address the
needs and interests of male and female students.
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