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Abstract : Wayang is a traditional puppet show originated from Java. This traditional art is characterized by distinctive
Hinduism influence. Wayang reflects the social life of the Javanese society. It contains Javanese philosophy, myths, magical
stories, and religion, as well as educational media and transmission for noble values of Javanese society conveyed through the
story. Nowadays, the performance of wayang has faced a new challenge to maintain its existence in the public life of Javanese
society. Modernity has penetrated into every shape of culture. Many people consider traditional culture as old fashioned,
particularly the young generation. That is one of the reasons why many people have left traditional culture. For maintaining the
existence of wayang, a new art called ‘wayang hip hop’ has arisen. Wayang hip hop seeks to modify wayang show into a more
modern form, but without removing any principles and main functions of wayang art. This article will discuss theoretically the
changes and traditional continuity in wayang hip hop based on a literature review and qualitative approaches. Wayang hip hop
uses hip-hop music as the background music in the show. It will discuss about the impact that comes with the existential
strengthening of wayang hip hop especially among the Javanese society and discuss the opportunities that arise regarding the
function of wayang hip-hop as a medium of education, social criticism, and cultural revitalization of the Javanese society.
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