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Abstract : Criminal investigation provides a practical contribution to this process while criminology provides a theoretical
background in the apprehension of criminals arrest and clarification of crimes. However, studies on criminal investigation,
which is a practical aspect of this process, are not sufficient. Every crime involves different dynamics in terms of investigation.
But investigations of serious crimes are versatile and contains complex processes because of cases they are conducted.
Therefore, professionals who conduct serious crime investigations differ in some aspects from others in the field. The most
fundamental element of this differentiation is skills and abilities of these professionals. According to Eurostat data, Turkey is in
an important position in terms of homicide rates. Therefore, in Turkey practice of serious crime investigation is specialized.
The present study aims to research the skills and abilities expected from professionals in conducting an effective serious
criminal investigation in Turkey and so aims to offer a number of suggestions. 25 emerged ability and skills collected from
literature were asked to professionals (n=289) with semi-structured form according to 5 provinces with the highest and 2
provinces with the lowest number of serious crime cases. Three data categories were collected during experience: 1- Five most
important skills and abilities, 2- The most important skills for knowledge and inquiry management and 3- Ability and skills that
stand out for five stages of serious criminal investigation. The most rated skills and abilities are investigative skill (13%,
n=134), planning/designing (9,2%, n=95) and interpersonal relations/communication (8,8%, n=91) in 1010 skills and abilities.
While the 1st and 2nd suggest elections of these professionals, the 3rd also suggests how and what type of training will be
given to these professionals. This practice differs from other studies in the area in terms of separately addressing the skills and
abilities expected in stages of investigation and in terms of selected methodology.
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