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Abstract : The paper revisits Jean-François Lyotard’s interpretation of the Kantian Sublime as a tool for understanding politics
after modernity. In 1985 Lyotard announces the end of rational politics based on consensus and claims that new strategies are
urged to recognize the political imperatives of marginalized groups. The charm of the sublime as a reflective judgment is
grounded on the fact that the judgment of sublime is free from any notion of consensus or common sense in particular. Lyotard
interprets this feature of the sublime as a respect for heterogeneity and for him aesthetic judgments can be a model for
understanding justice in postmodern times, in which it seems hard to follow a single universal law among different phrase
regimes. More importantly, the Kantian sublime speaks to what Lyotard addresses as the incommensurability of phase genres.
The present paper shall try to evaluate Lyotard’s employment of the Kantian notion of the sublime in relation to its possible
political import.
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