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Abstract : One of the main causes of impoverishment of the rural areas of Assam has been the recurrent floods and riverbank
erosion. One of the life-changing consequences is displacement. This results not only in a loss of livelihoods but also has wide-
reaching socio-economic and cultural effects. Thus, due to such disasters, not only families but communities too are being
displaced at large. This compels them to find temporary shelter and begin life from scratch. The role of the state has been
highly negligible, with a displacement not being perceived as an ‘issue’ to be addressed. A more holistic approach is thus
needed to take socio-economic, cultural, political as well as ecological considerations into account.
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