
History, Challenges and Solutions for Social Work Education and
Recognition in Vietnam

Authors : Thuy Bui Anh, Ngan Nguyen Thi Thanh
Abstract : Currently, social work in Vietnam is entering the first step in the development process to become a true profession
with a strong position in society. However, Spirit of helping and sharing of social work has already existed in the daily life of
Vietnamese people for a very long time, becoming a precious heritage passed down from ancestors to the next generations
while expanding the territory, building and defending for the country. Following the stream of history, charity work in Vietnam
has gradually transformed itself towards a more professional work, especially in the last 2 decades. Accordingly, more than 50
universities and educational institutions in Vietnam have been licensed to train social work, ensuring a stronger foundation on
human resources working in this field. Despite the strong growth, social work profession, social work education and the
recognition of the role of the social workers still need to be fueled to develop, responded to the increasing demand of Vietnam
society.
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