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Abstract : The aim of this study was to investigate the current and ideal situations of the process of talent identification in
Iranian football from the point of view of Iranian instructors of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). This research was a
descriptive-analytical study; in data collection phase a questionnaire was used, whose face validity was confirmed by experts of
Physical Education and Sports Science. The reliability of questionnaire was estimated through the use of Cronbach&#39;s
alpha method (0.91). This study involved 122 participants of Iranian instructors of the AFC who were selected based on
stratified random sampling method. Descriptive statistics were used to describe the variables and inferential statistics (Chi-
square) were used to test the hypotheses of the study at significant level (p &le; 0.05). The results of Chi-square test related to
the point of view of Iranian instructors of the AFC showed that the grass-roots scientific method was the best way to identify
football players (0.001), less than 10 years old were the best ages for talent identification (0.001), the Football Federation was
revealed to be the most important organization in talent identification (0.002), clubs were shown to be the most important
institution in developing talents (0.001), trained scouts of Football Federation were demonstrated to be the best and most
appropriate group for talent identification (0.001), and being referred by the football academy coaches was shown to be the
best way to attract talented football players in Iran (0.001). It was also found that there was a huge difference between the
current and ideal situation of the process of talent identification in Iranian football from the point of view of Iranian instructors
of  the  AFC.  Hence,  it  is  recommended  that  the  policy  makers  of  talent  identification  for  Iranian  football  provide  a
comprehensive, clear and systematic model of talent identification and development processes for the clubs and football teams,
so that the talent identification process helps to nurture football talents more efficiently.
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