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Abstract : Throughout the 2016 presidential campaign, Republican nominee Donald Trump, capitalizing on his reputation for
blunt and brash comments, created a political brand based on unedited statements and sweeping promises. While he vowed to
'Make America Great Again,' for many, the candidate’s discourse invoked legacies of marginalization and exclusion. As a result,
this discussion focuses on Trump’s anti-immigration discourse (one of the primary foci of his campaign platform) and its
influence across educational settings. The purpose of this effort is to demonstrate the power of political discourses relative to
educational  settings  and  to  discuss  the  resulting  everyday  leadership  challenges  and  opportunities.  Discourse  analysis
frameworks are used to unpack the socio-political implications of the presidential campaign. In particular, they examine a
serious of emails that a university administrator received post-election. The discussion concludes that leaders in education
have  a  critical  role  to  maintaining  democratic  institutions  and  ensuring  inclusivity  and  belonging  for  all  educational
stakeholders.
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