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Abstract : When lecturing future educators in South Africa, praxis is an indispensable aspect that is often neglected. Without
properly understanding how the theory taught in lecture halls relates to their future position as educators, we can not expect
these students to be fully equipped future teachers. To enable education students at the Vaal Campus of the North West
University - who have the Afrikaans language as major - to discover the link between theory and practice, the author created an
assignment on phonetics in which the use of technology was incorporated. In the past, students had to submit an assignment or
worksheet and they did not get the opportunity to apply their newly found knowledge in a practical manner. For potential
future teachers, this application is essential. This paper will demonstrate how technology is used in the second year Afrikaans
education module to promote student engagement and self-directed learning. Students were introduced to innovative new
technologies alongside more familiar applications to shape a 21st century learning environment where students can think,
communicate, solve problems, collaborate and take responsibility for their own teaching and learning. The paper will also
reflect on student feedback pertaining the use and efficiency of technology in the Afrikaans module and the possible impact
thereof on their own teaching and learning landscape. The aim of this paper is to showcase how technology can be used to
maximize the students learning experience and equip future education students with the tools and knowledge to introduce
technology-enhanced learning in their own teaching practice.
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