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Abstract : The purpose of the paper is to describe the role of urban-rural partnership in social and economic development. The
concept of urban-rural collaboration is relatively new and assumes the need to link large metropolitan areas with surrounding
rural areas in a number of ways. It is strongly related to the existing concept of polycentric spatial development. At the
European  Union  level,  the  first  document  to  address  the  need  for  urban-rural  partnerships  was  the  European  Spatial
Development Perspective from 1999. The paper focuses on factors that generate social and economic success on examples of
several metropolitan territories in Poland (Warsaw, Poznan, Wroclaw, Krakow). A survey focused on rural communes made it
possible to assess key success factors (location, social and economic, technological and organizational) that could be later used
to determine the right course of action in the area of urban-rural cooperation, with the desired outcome being effective
metropolitan area development. The main challenges to urban-rural partnership are issues associated with spatial planning,
infrastructure and public  services.  These are areas of  the greatest  conflict  of  interest,  too.  Any analysis  of  urban-rural
cooperation in metropolitan areas really needs to focus on the unique nature of this type of relationship. This includes issues
such as commuting to work in the urban core and vice versa, complementarity of technical infrastructure, and joint strategic
planning. Other forms of cooperation should focus on the tourist and recreational aspects of areas surrounding the urban core.
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