World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences
Vol:11, No:06, 2017

Analysis of Gender Budgeting in Healthcare Sector: A Case of Gujarat State
of India

Authors : Juhi Pandya, Elekes Zsuzsanna

Abstract : Health is related to every aspect of human being. Even a quintal change leads to ill-health of an individual. Gender
plays an eminent role in determining an individual health exposure. Political implications on health have implicit effects on the
individual, societal and economical. The inclusion of gender perspective into policies have plunged enormous attention
globally, nationally and locally to detract inequalities and achieve economic growth. Simultaneously, there is an initiation of
policies with gender perspective which are named differently but hold similar meaning or objective. They are named gender
mainstreaming policies or gender sensitization policies. Gender budgeting acts as a tool for the application of gender
mainstreaming policies. It incorporates gender perspective into the budgetary process by restricting the revenues and
expenditures at all level of the budget. The current study takes into account the analysis of Gender Budgeting reports in terms
of healthcare from the 2014-16 year of Gujarat State, India. The expenditures and literature under the heading of gender
budgeting reports named “Health and Family Welfare Department” are discussed in the paper. The data analytics is done with
the help of reports published by the Gujarat government on Gender Budgeting. The results discuss upon the expenditure and
initiation of new policies as a roadmap for the promotion of gender equality from the path of gender budgeting. It states with
the escalation of the budgetary numbers for the health expenditure. Additionally, the paper raises the questions on the
hypothetical loopholes pertaining to the gender budgeting in Gujarat. The budget reports do not show a specify explanation to
the expenditure use of budget for the schemes mentioned in healthcare. It also does not clarify that how many beneficiaries are
benefited through gender budget. The explanation just provides an overlook of theory for healthcare Schemes/Yojana or
Abhiyan.
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