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Abstract : It is believed that drama can be used in language classes to create a positive atmosphere for students to use the
target language in an interactive way. Thus, drama has been extensively used in many settings in language classes. Although
happening has been generally used as a performance art of theatre, this new kind of performance has not been widely known
in language teaching area. Therefore, it can be an innovative idea to use happening in language classes, and thus a positive
environment can be created for students to use the language in an interactive way. Happening can be defined as an art
performance that puts emphasis on interaction in an audience. Because of its interactive feature, happening can also be used in
language classes to motivate students to use the language in an interactive environment. The present study aims to explain
how a happening performance can be applied to a learning environment to teach vocabulary in English. In line with this
purpose, a learning environment was designed for a vocabulary presentation lesson. At the end of the performance, students
were asked to compare the traditional way of teaching and happening performance in terms of effectiveness. It was found that
happening  performance  provided  the  students  with  a  more  creative  and  interactive  environment  to  use  the  language.
Therefore, happening can be used in language classrooms as an innovative tool for education.
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