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Abstract : Climate change is a reality that has started to leave an impact on the physical environment as well as on the built
environment, in particular built heritage. This paper explores the argument that climate change is also a trigger which can lead
to identifying a number of creative solutions that can transform built heritage into sustainable buildings. Using the Maltese
Islands, and in particular the city of Valletta which is also a World Heritage Site, this paper illustrates some of the innovative
solutions that are being developed to make heritage buildings more sustainable and in doing so, mitigating the negative
impacts of climate change. The paper looks in detail at the most notable initiatives being developed, their implementation and
application, which at times is not easy considering the restrictions within protected built heritage areas and the positive
impacts that they will have on visitor experience and overall sustainability of the Maltese tourism product. The paper will
conclude by outlining how these solutions can be adapted to buildings with similar climatic conditions.
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