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Abstract : The objective of this study was to explore the establishment and to investigate the relationship between the gender
(male or female) of SME owner-managers/ entrepreneurs and their risk perception in business activity. The study examines the
data by interviewing 76 SME owner-managers/entrepreneurs’ responses (37 males, 39 females) in manufacturing, finance,
human resources and marketing sector in the economic regions of Songkhla province, Thailand. This study found that four
tools which were operation, cash flow, staff, and new market were perceived by the SME owner-managers/entrepreneurs at
high level. However, male and female SME owner-managers/entrepreneurs perceived some factors such as the age of SME
owner-managers/entrepreneurs,  the  duration  of  firm  operation,  type  of  firm,  and  type  of  business  without  significant
differences.  In  contrast,  the  gender  affected  the  risk  perception  about  increasing  cost,  fierce  competition,  leapfrog
development of firm, substandard staff, namely that male and female perceived these factors with significant differences.
According to the research, SME owner-managers/entrepreneurs should develop their risk management competency to deal
with the risk efficiently. Secondly, SME firms should gather into groups. Furthermore, it was shown that the five key tools used
to manage these risky situations were the use of managerial competencies and clustering.
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