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Abstract : One of the major transformations caused by the industrial revolution, technological developments and globalization
is undoubtedly acceleration of urbanization process. Globalization, in particular, is one of the major factors that trigger this
transformation. In this context, as a result of the global metropolitan city system, multifunctional rising structure forms are
becoming undeniable fact of the world’s leading metropolises as the manifestation of prestige and power with different life
choices, easy accessibility to services related to the era of technology. The scope of research deals with five different urban
centers in Istanbul where high-rise housing is increasing dramatically after 2000’s. Therefore, the research regards multi-
centered urban residential pattern being created by high-rise housing structures in the city. The methodology of the research is
based on two main issue, one of them is related to sampling method of high-rise housing projects in Istanbul, while the other
method of the research is based on the model of Semantics. In the framework of research hypothesis, it is aimed to prove that
the character of vertical intensive structuring in Istanbul is based on seeking of different forms and images in the expressive
quality, considering the production of existing high-rise buildings in residential areas in recent years. In respect to rising
discourse of 'World City' in the globalizing world, it is very important to state the place of Istanbul in other developing world
metropolises. In the perspective of 'World City' discourse, Istanbul has different projects concerning with globalization,
international finance companies, cultural activities, mega projects, etc. In brief, the aim of this research is examining
transformation forms of high-rise housing development in Istanbul within the frame of developing world cities, searching and
analyzing discourse and image related to these projects.
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