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Abstract : Mumbai city, which is the business capital of India and one of the most crowded cities in the world, holds the
biggest slum in Asia. The Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) occupies an area of 4035 sq.km. with a population of 22.8
million people. This population is mostly urban with 91% of this population living in areas of Municipal Corporations and
Councils. Another 3% live in Census Towns. The region has 9 Municipal Corporations, 8 Municipal councils, and around 1000
villages. On the one hand MMR reflects the highest contribution to the Nations overall economy and on the other hand it shows
the horrible and intolerable picture of about 2 million people, who are living in slums/without even slum with totally unhygienic
conditions and with total loss of hope. The generations are about to get affected adversely if the solution is not worked out.
This study is an attempt towards working out the solution. Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) is
state government's authority, specially formed to govern the development of MMR. MMRDA is engaged in long term planning,
promotion of  new growth centres,  implementation of  strategic projects and financing infrastructure development.  While
preparing the master plan for MMR for next 20 years MMRDA conducted a detail study regarding Housing scenario in MMR
and possible options for improvement. The author was the in charge officer for the said assignment. This paper puts light on
the interesting outcomes of the research study, which ranges from the adverse effects of government policies, automatic
responses of housing market, effects on planning processes, and overall changing needs of housing patterns in the world due to
changes in the social mechanism. It alarms the urban planners who usually focus on smart infrastructure development, about
allied future dangers. This housing study will explain the complexities, realities and needs of innovations in the housing policies
all over the world. The paper will explain further few success stories and failure stories of government initiatives with reasons.
It gives the clear idea about the differences in needs of housing for people from different economic groups and direct and
indirect market pressures on low cost housing. Magical phenomenon came in front like a large percentage of vacant houses is
present in spite of the huge need. Housing market gets affected by the developments or any other physical and financial
changes taking place in the nearby areas or cities, also by changes in cities which are located far from the region and also by
the international investments or policy changes. Instead of just depending on governments actions in case of generation of
affordable housing, it becomes equally important to make the housing markets automatically generate such stock and still
make them sustainable is the aim of all the movement. In summary, we may say that the paper will sequentially elaborate the
complete dynamics of housing in one of the most crowded urban area in the world that is Mumbai Metropolitan Region, with a
lot of data, analysis, case studies, and recommendations.
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