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Abstract : This research examines the public policy energy subsidies reform efforts in Egypt since 2014. Egypt’s widely used
energy subsidies have been controversial since they were first introduced, as they inadequately target the poorest part of the
population. Also, their effect on economic development and democratic transition became very challenging in recent years.
This research argues that although subsidy reform is a highly politicalized issue in democratizing countries, there are still a
number of pragmatic public policies that can be applied to make the subsidy system function more efficiently and at the same
time decrease inequality which could facilitate a more orderly and peaceful transition to democracy. Therefore, this research
attempts to study the role of the executive branch in reforming the subsidy programmes to support the poor and bring about
structural changes to achieve social justice and economic growth. This research also attempts to analyze the role of the
military and civil society in reforming the subsidy system. Moreover, it attempts to discuss the role of the state media in social
mobilization to rationalize consumption and its contribution to subsidies reform.
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