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Abstract : The study addresses tagal as an ecotourism product that is uniquely for Sabah. It is a community based tourism
venture that is influenced by the Dusun ethic’s traditional law. The traditional principle of tagal is focused primarily on
individual exploitation of riverine resources and it was transformed into a community participation in the riverine conservation
to foster the growth or survival of ecotourism. It manages a river into a sustainable manner. A smart partnership system
between the community and the authority particularly the Department of Fisheries Sabah, tagal has successfully become an
instrument to protect, revive and manage the river fish resources. In 2015, Sabah Fisheries Department added 536 tagal sites.
Most tagal sites were turned into a community based tourism venture. They generate income through jobs creation for the
purpose of uplifting the local’s economic level. Tagal ecotourism sites also increase environmental awareness of the local
people to love their culture, tradition and environment. This venture also promotes the sustainability of the eco-tourism. The
objective of this study is to explore the issues and contexts of empowerment of the local people in managing a successful tagal
ecotourism. This study further explains how community capacity building is the major influence of empowerment of the local
community. The methodology approach used is qualitative where interview is chosen as the data collection method. This is a
literature review of exploring empowerment of the local community through various community capacity building initiatives
that would motivate the local people to be actively involved in the tagal.
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