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Abstract : Recent years have witnessed rapid growth of Transnational Education (TNE), especially in Asia and the Middle
East. Exporting North American curricula into different socio-cultural contexts brings with it numerous advantages as well as
challenges that have yet to be fully explored. This article focuses on Foundation programs, bridge programs between local high
schools and tertiary level education on North-American branch campuses in the Persian Gulf.  Based on a case study of
Foundation students in Qatar, it explores ways of preparing TNE students for academic success by helping them to develop not
only their skills and subject knowledge but also their academic identity.
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