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Abstract : Spatial dimension in development planning is becoming more topical in 21st century as a result of changes in
population structure. Sustainable spatial development focuses on identifying and using territorial advantages to foster the
harmonized development of the entire country, reducing negative effects of population concentration, increasing availability
and  mobility.  EU  and  national  development  planning  documents  state  polycentrism  as  main  tool  for  balance  spatial
development, including investment concentration in growth centres. If mutual cooperation of growth centres as well as urban-
rural cooperation is not fostered, then territorial differences can deepen and create unbalanced development. The aim of
research: to evaluate the urban-rural interaction, elaborating spatial development scenarios in framework of Latvian regional
policy. To perform the research monographic, comparison, abstract-logical method, synthesis and analysis will be used when
studying the theoretical aspects of research aiming at collecting the ideas of scientists from different countries, concepts,
regulations as well as to create meaningful scientific discussion. Hierarchy analysis process (AHP) will be used to state further
scenarios  of  spatial  development in  Latvia.  Experts  from various institutions recognized urban-rural  interaction and co-
operation as an essential tool for the development. The most important factors for balanced spatial development in Latvia are
availability of public transportation and improvement of service availability. Evaluating the three alternative scenarios, it was
concluded that the urban-rural partnership will ensure a balanced development in Latvian regions.
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