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Abstract : Background: Stunting is one of the most important public health problems in Ethiopia with an estimated 44.4% of
children less than five years of age are stunted. Thus, this study aimed to assess prevalence and associated factors of stunting
among 6-59 months children in pastoral community of Korahay Zone, Somali Regional State, Ethiopia. Objective of the study:
To assess prevalence and associated factors of stunting among 6-59 months children in pastoral community of Korahay Zone,
Somali Regional State, Ethiopia, 2016. Methods: Community based cross sectional study design was done among 770 children
in pastoral community of Korahay Zone. Systematic sampling techniques were used to select households and took child mother
pair from each selected households. Data was collected using pre-tested and structured questionnaire. Odds ratio with 95%
confidence interval was used to assess level of significance. Result: Prevalence of stunting among 6-59 months age children
was 31.9%. Sex (AOR: 1.47, 95%CI 1.02, 2.11), age (AOR: 2.10, 95%CI 1.16, 3.80), maternal education (AOR: 3.42, 95%CI 1.58,
7.41), maternal occupation (AOR: 3.10, 95%CI 1.85, 5.19), monthly income (AOR: 1.47, 95%CI 1.03, 2.09), PNC visits (AOR:
1.59, 95%CI 1.07, 2.37), source of water (AOR: 3.41, 95%CI 1.96, 5.93), toilet availability (AOR: 1.71, 95%CI 1.13, 2.58), first
milk feeding (AOR: 3.37, 95%CI 2.27, 5.02) and bottle feeding (AOR: 2.07, 95%CI 1.34, 3.18) were significant predictors of
stunting. Conclusion and recommendations: Prevalence of stunting among 6-59 months children was high 31.9%. Lack
maternal education, not feeding first milk, unsafe water supply, absence toilet availability and bottle feeding can increase the
risk of stunting. So, educating mothers on child feeding practice, sanitation and important of first milk can reduce stunting.
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