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Abstract : Educational institutions are today facing increasing pressures due to economic, political and social upheaval. This is
only exacerbated by the nature of education as an intangible good which relies upon the intellectual assets of the organisation,
its staff. Top management support has been acknowledged as having a positive general influence on knowledge management
and creativity. However, there is a lack of models linking top management support, knowledge sharing, and innovation within
higher  education  institutions,  in  general  within  developing countries,  and particularly  in  Iraq.  This  research sought  to
investigate the impact of top management support on innovation through the mediating role of knowledge sharing in Iraqi
private HEIs. A quantitative approach was taken and 262 valid responses were collected to test the causal relationships
between top management support, knowledge sharing, and innovation. Employing structural equation modelling with AMOS
v.25, the research demonstrated that knowledge sharing plays a pivotal role in the relationship between top management
support and innovation. The research has produced some guidelines for researchers as well as leaders, and provided evidence
to support the use of  knowledge sharing to increase innovation within the higher education environment in developing
countries, particularly Iraq.
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