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Abstract : The article focuses on the comparative study of Russian military poetry of the 20th century. To make a complete
description, the verse of different genres, mainly minor lyrical form, is taken. The study makes it possible to emphasize the idea
that genre is not completely representative for a comprehensive research, as it is also necessary to dwell upon the strategies of
war description in verse. Furthermore, the tendency of lyrical hero individualization is noted. This tendency can be traced
throughout the whole second half of the 20th century – the poets of the Second World War – and further, to the whole post-war
poetry. To characterize these changes, the texts by K.M. Simonov and A.A. Surkov are being analyzed as the examples of the
qualitative transition to an individual hero.
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