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Abstract : Science is stratified, with an unequal distribution of research facilities and rewards among scientists. Gender
stratification is one of the most prevalent phenomena in the world of science. In most countries gender segregation, horizontal
as well as vertical, stands out in the field of science and engineering. India is no exception. This paper aims to examine: (1)
gender and science associations, historical as well as contemporary, (2) women’s enrolment and gender differences in selection
of academic fields, (2) women as professional researchers, (3) career path and recognition/trajectories. The paper reveals that
in recent years the gender–science relationship has changed, but is not totally free from biases. Women’s enrolment into
various science disciplines has shown remarkable and steady increase in most parts of the world, including India, yet they
remain underrepresented in the S&T workforce, although to a lesser degree than in the past.
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