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Abstract : Social work education is competency based in nature. There is an expectation that graduates of social work
programs throughout the world are to be prepared to practice at a level of competence, which is beneficial to both the well-
being of individuals and community. Experiential learning is one way to prepare students for competent practice. The use of
Problem-Based Learning (PBL) is a form experiential education that has been successful in a number of disciplines to bridge
the gap between the theoretical concepts in the classroom to the real world. PBL aligns with the constructivist theoretical
approach to learning, which emphasizes the integration of new knowledge with the beliefs students already hold. In addition,
the basic tenants of PBL correspond well with the practice behaviors associated with social work practice including multi-
disciplinary collaboration and critical thinking. This paper makes an argument for utilizing PBL in social work education.
Keywords  :  social  work  education,  problem-based  learning,  pedagogy,  experiential  learning,  constructivist  theoretical
approach
Conference Title : ICSW 2017 : International Conference on Social Work
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : May 18-19, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:11, No:05, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:1
1,

 N
o:

05
, 2

01
7 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/6
78

87
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(05) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/67887.pdf

