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Abstract : Background: there are scarcity of studies done to investigate the level of knowledge and the level of awareness and
perception of Jordanians about occupational therapy (OT). Aim: to investigate the level of awareness of lay people, clients
receiving services and healthcare professionals of OT, identify the common misconceptions about OT, and to explore ways
whereby the knowledge and awareness about OT can be increased. Methodology: a cross sectional design was employed in this
study where a survey was distributed in the Northern, Southern, Western, Eastern provinces and the Middle (capital city:
Amman) province of Jordan. The survey consisted of eight section and 61 questions that aims to investigate the demographics
of participants, self evaluation concerning knowledge and awareness about OT, sources of knowledge about OT, the perception
of the aims, fields of practice, OT settings, misconceptions about OT, and suggestion to improve knowledge and awareness
about OT. Results: A total of 829 participants were enrolled in this study: 459 lay people, 155 clients who are currently
receiving OT services, 215 healthcare professionals. About 57% of the participants did not hear about OT, and 48% of those
who reported to hear about OT did not have sufficient knowledge about it. There are several misconceptions associated with
OT. The statistical analysis was executed using IBM SPSS software, Version 22.0 (SPSS, Chicago, USA). Conclusion: it is the
responsibility of OTRs to increase the knowledge and awareness about OT in Jordan. This is required for the profession to
proliferate and to be given its status.
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