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Abstract : In 2016, the ‘Beautiful Country’ innovative project was implemented in the Republic of Tatarstan (Russia). This
project started at the initiative of architecture students majoring in city planning during their summer internship. As a part of
the internship, the students had to study the layout and the lifestyle of Tatarstan towns. All the projects were presented to the
Ministry of Construction of Tatarstan, which allowed the settlement authorities to receive the government funding for their
implementation. This initiative, from the public discussion of the projects to their implementation, was welcomed by the local
communities,  evoked  local  patriotism,  created  new  jobs  as  a  part  of  the  projects'  implementation,  and  improved  the
architectural environment of the settlements. The projects initiated by the students became the ‘Big Projects’ for these small
settlements.
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