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Abstract : In Brazil, people forced to move due to environmental causes, called 'environmental migrants', have always been
neglected by public  policies  and legislation.  Meanwhile,  the numbers of  climate-induced migration within and to Brazil
continues to increase. The operating Immigration Law, implemented in 1980 under the Brazilian military regime, is widely
considered to be out of date, once it does not offer legal protection to migrants who do not fit the definition of a refugee and
are not allowed to stay regularly in the country. Aiming to reformulate Brazil’s legislation and policies on the matter, a new
Migration Bill (PL 2516/2015) is currently being discussed in the Senate and is expected to define a more humanized approach
to migration. Although the present draft foresees an expansion of the legal protection to different types of migrants, it still
hesitates to include climate-induced displacements in its premises and to establish a migration management strategy. By
introducing a human rights-based approach, this paper aims to provide a new multidisciplinary perspective to the protection of
environmental migrants in Brazil.
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