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Abstract : This study brings an introduction to the concept of waqf and explores the institution of waqf in the valley of
Kashmir. Waqfs (pl. Auqaf) are Islamic endowments which can be movable or immovable property by Muslims for the welfare
of the poor and the upkeep of the mosques, shrines, imambaras, madrassas, orphanages, etc,. The study was undertaken to
venture into the sociology of these endowments and see the dynamics and role of waqf institution in the welfare of masses
especially the deserving populace of the state of Jamu and Kashmir. The Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Waqf Board (JKMWB) is a
significant religio-social organization for it possesses the largest assets after the State government and has an immense
potential and ownership in terms of huge properties besides having rich and perpetual cash and kind donations, gold, silver
and other commodities from the believers. It is certainly the perpetual wealth of faith. Therefore this study besides exploring
the waqf institution, sociologically probed into the social, religious and philanthropic interventions of the Wakf Board besides
studying the waqf of education (both religious and general). Also, a passing reference on personalized Auqaf, local waqf
committees particularly shia Auqaf was also made. As far methodology employed, the study was purely a qualitative study
using various sociological perspectives like functionalism, grounded theory besides a range other concepts to see the total role
of waqf that it has been playing for the people’s welfare in the valley of Kashmir since its establishment in 1940’s. The overall
discussion revealed the social dynamics of waqf institution in Kashmir valley is increasing its social interventions and making
difference in the lives of many deserving Muslims within its capacities.
Keywords : waqf, wakf board, religious waqf, philanthropy and education waqf, religious waqf, Kashmir
Conference Title : ICIWM 2017 : International Conference on Islamic Wealth Management
Conference Location : Venice, Italy
Conference Dates : August 14-15, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:11, No:08, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
1,

 N
o:

08
, 2

01
7 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/6
75

70
/p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(08) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/67570/pdf

