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Abstract : Currently, as China is in the stage of rapid urbanization, a large number of rural population have flown into the city
and it is urgent to solve the housing problem. Xiamen is the typical city of China characterized by high housing price and low-
income. Due to the government failed to provide adequate public cheap housing, a large number of immigrants dwell in the
informal rental housing represented by the "city village". Comfortable housing is the prerequisite for the harmony and stability
of the city. Therefore, with "city village" and the affordable housing as the main object of study, this paper makes an analysis
on the housing status, personnel distribution and mobility of the "city village" of Xiamen, and also carries out a primary
research on basic facilities such as the residential form and commercial, property management services, with the combination
of the existing status of the affordable housing in Xiamen, and finally summary and comparison are made by the author in an
attempt to provide some references and experience for the construction and improvement of the government-subsidized
housing to improve the residential quality of the urban-poverty stricken people. In this paper, the data and results are collated
and quantified objectively based on the relevant literature, the latest market data and practical investigation as well as
research  methods  of  comparative  study  and  case  analysis.  Informal  rental  housing,  informal  economy  and  informal
management of "city village" as social-housing units in many ways fit in the housing needs of the floating population, providing
a convenient and efficient condition for the flowing of people. However, the existing urban housing in Xiamen have some
drawbacks, for example, the housing are unevenly distributed, the spatial form is single, the allocation standard of public
service facilities is not targeted to the subsidized object, the property management system is imperfect and the cost is too high,
therefore, this paper draws lessons from the informal model of city village”, and finally puts forward some improvement
strategies.
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