
Interplay with Difference and Identification: Alevi and Sunni Intermarriages
in Turkey

Authors : Gül Özateşler Ülkücan
Abstract : This article dwells on the findings of a research project from 2014 to 2017 on intermarriages between people from
Alevi and Sunni communities in the city of Izmir, on the western coast of Turkey. The research is composed of 43 individual in-
depth interviews with Alevi-Sunni couples (18 couples and 7 individuals, to represent 25 couples in total). It reveals how
classifying identities,  people's  self  and group identifications  and understanding of  difference interplay  throughout  close
interactions of marital experiences. The couples' sense of difference and categorical identifications are built through not only
individual  interactions  but  also  historical  construction  of  Aleviness  and  Sunniness,  current  debates  on  Islam,  political
discourses in Turkey, and the representation of locality. The research, thus, contributes to the discussions on the concepts of
identity, culture, religion, marriage and communication in the peculiarities of the Turkish context.
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